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Phillip Litts 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Phil Litts 

Jake 26, Bully 21, Tam Ky, DaNang 
September 1970-71 

and his family, and maybe even hone his golfing skills a little bit. Denny, there are no 
words to convey our appreciation for all you have done for the FAC Assoc. All of us 
FACs, FANs, maintainers, comm folks, intel types, spouses, aviation buffs- everyone & 
anyone associated with us slow movers- owe you more than thanks and a Hand Salute! 
     Oh yeah, my name is Phil Litts and I’m your new president. I flew the O-2 out of 
Tam Ky back in late ’70 (the other Jake 26, Jay Barnes checked me out & I inherited his 
call sign). Because I had been a maintenance officer in a previous life, after some time 
at Tam Ky, I went up to DaNang to take over the 20th TASS QC shop for the rest of my 
tour. The rest of my flying career was in tankers & BUFFs at Beale, Dyess, Loring & 
Minot. Thrown in there were a couple of assignments as an Air Officer Commanding 
(AOC) at USAFA and ROTC detachment commander at University of Kansas. Just 
over two years ago, I attended my first FAC reunion, where I really got bit by the “why 
hadn’t I been doing this sooner” bug, and, well, here I am writing this column! 
     Speaking of reunions, if you weren’t at Ft. Worth just a couple of months ago- you 
missed an unbelievably great time. Jim Hodgson, Terry Tabor, Tom Kemp, Debbi Lam-
bert, H Ownby, Jack Thompson, Charlie Yates, Harry Stewart, and Molly Dey (I hope I 
didn’t leave anyone out), put on a reunion that will be the standard to beat for future 
reunions! And I am indebted to my sometimes roomie, and good friend Jay Barnes (yes, 
the other Jake 26!), for writing a great After Action Report on the whole reunion, that 
you’ll find in this newsletter. Thanks Jay, cuz I couldn’t have written a better one!  
Our General Business Meeting was held on Thursday of the reunion. Denny presided 
and the first order of business was the announcement of the recipient of our first FAC 
Association Scholarship. Her name is Katie Neff and you can learn more about her, see 
a picture of her, and read a copy of the wonderful letter Katie sent us, a little further on 
in the Newsletter. 
     Our treasurer par excellence, Bob Gorman, gave a great report (we are very healthy 
financially), and because he’s been such a great steward of our money, we were able to 
vote to approve a second, annual $5500 scholarship. MOAA is administering the schol-
arships for us.  The board’s decision to have them do it has been a real blessing. 
     Next, elections were held. Our Vice President, Crew Chief Bob Green; Treasurer, 

Bob Gorman; Secretary, Jay Barnes, and Historian, Rick Atchison all were up for re-
election, all ran, and all were elected. There were two Directors slots to be filled, and 
fortunately, Denny Crouch and Darrel Whitcomb decided to run, and were elected. 
Round those out with Cal Anderson and Tom McGrain whose terms run through 2012, 
and you’ve got a super dedicated group of men to guide us through to the next reunion. 
My thanks to them all. 
     And speaking of the next reunion, Pratt Ashworth and the Tucson Team gave a great 
presentation. They are already working hard to give us the time of our lives in sunny 
Arizona. I’m really looking forward to it. And so you can plan a couple of years after 
that, the 2014 reunion, headed up by Claude Newland, will be held at Hurlburt Field, 
where the FAC Association reunions began back in 2000, and where this journey all 
began for us back in the day!                                                          (Con’t page 3) 

You’re correct—that’s not a really bad picture 
of Dennis Crouch you’re looking at!  After six 
years as our association president, Denny decid-
ed it was time to spend more time with Anne 
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CONFESSIONS OF THE EDITOR 
Or, This Will Not Happen Again! 

 
Your editor’s sins have caught up with him.  The July 2010 In Memori-
am column listed two deceased members which elicited phone calls from 
two very alive members of the same names as those listed.  My humble 
apologies to John “Jake” Jacobs, Nail 52 (NKP Aug ’72—Aug ’73) for 
notifying him that he had died.  The correct name is Wayne O. “Jake” 
Jacobs.  And to Mike Burke, Cider 10, 1968, from Milwaukee, WI, who 
is also very much alive.  The correct name for the deceased is, according 
to the roster, Mike Burke, Nail 11, May ‘70—May ‘71, of Old Forge, 
NY.  My apologies also to anyone who was shocked by this erroneous 
report.  I have learned that a necessary safeguard to avoid this problem in 
the future is to require the full name, callsign, and dates of service for 
inclusion in the In Memoriam column.  Hopefully, this will be the last 
time this very serious oversight happens!             Tim Eby, ed.   
 
 

       
 

                                                   TREASURER'S REPORT                                                                                                 
                                                                                                      1 December, 2010 

            Bob Gorman 
 
Reacting to some of your thoughts concerning the level of detail in the financial report I gave at our general  
membership meeting in Fort Worth, I’m going to be as brief as possible.  
As of 12/2/2010 our current financial position is as follows: 
 
Checking:          Current Balance - $9,374.80 
Money Market: Current Balance - $16,843.05 
CD's (2) :            Current Balance - $141,536.97 
   
 The future spending plans you approved at our general meeting have the following provisions: 
 
These plans are based on the data available 
to me as of 1 October 2010. Since then I’ve 
received a report that shows the number of 
you who, during the reunion registration 
process,  signed on as new Life Members 
and the number of you who have paid your 
annual dues for the years 2011/2012. Shortly 
after the first of the year I will be updating 
these plans and will submit the update to 
your BOD for final approval. The results of 
this process will be shown in the July  2011 
FAC NEWS. 
 
 
Happy New Year 
Bob Gorman, Jake 44 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 2011 2012 2013 

Newsletter $803 $883 $971 

President $ 500 $ 500 $ 500 

Historian - - $ 300 

Non Profit Annual Report $ 72 $ 72 $ 72 

Designated Scholarship      $ 7,500      $ 7,500      $ 5,000 

Admin/Postage $200 $200 $200 

History Archives $1500 - - 

Fallen Brothers - $ 500 - 

FACM Support $2000 $2000 $2000 

Management Reserve  $ 1,857 $ 1,622 $ 1,412 

Total Spend Plan $ $14432 $13277 $10455 

Honored Families 
 

     Over the course of several years since joining the FAC Associa-
tion, I’ve had the distinct honor of meeting and working with the 
families of our MIA’s, KIA’s, and our most recently departed broth-
ers. 
     No, it has not always been a pleasant assignment, but it has cer-
tainly helped me to fulfill what I call “My Debt of Honor” and it has 
allowed me the opportunity to serve the FAC Association as your 
representative.  I know all too well how difficult it can be to attend 
the funeral of a departed brother.  Fortunately though, I’ve had a 
tremendous amount of support from our FAC Community and for 
that I am truly grateful.  There is a plus side to this assignment, how-
ever, and that is from the Honored Families themselves who are often 
overwhelmed that we remembered their loved ones.  It’s very diffi-
cult to convey to them how we too have shared in their grief, but I’m 
beginning to think that they too, in their subtle ways, understand. 
(con’t pg  3) 
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IN MEMORIAM 
“To fly west, my friend, is a flight we all must take for a final 

check.” — Author unknown 
                                              Callsign                            DoD 
Jerome V. Buckey Covey 29, ‘68,69          10 June 2010 
Larry R.  Milam  1969, 1972, 73          15 June 2010 
Thomas  E. Spencer  19th TASS          Aug 2010 
Robin G. Tornow  0-1, 1968          Aug 2010  
Ron Keoppel  Rustic 09          8 Sept 2010  
Francis J. Schmidt Nail 01           16 Aug 2010 
Armin Wolf  Nail 49, Covey 20         6 Oct 2009  
Curtis O. Hawker  Rustic 06          17 Apr 2010 
Guy Tenereillo  Nail 121           13 July 2010 
  
 

President’s Corner, con’t from page 1 
Historian Rick Atchison, along with Al Matheson and Ned Helm, has 
made great strides in transferring all our archives to Texas Tech Univ. 
I believe they’re calling this program P.I.E. - Presentation, Inspiration, 
and Education. Kudos for the yeoman work being done here. 
     We then had a FAC Museum update from Jim Hodgson. I had nev-
er been to the Museum before and was just blown away with it! My 
lovely bride Patricia has never been exposed to the men I flew with, 
their families, or the planes we flew and our mission. The Museum 
made history come alive for her and she’s hooked now also! In fact, I 
believe that she would like to see a Wives’ Corner in the next Newslet-
ter. More to come! 
     One of the things that came out of this reunion is something that, I 
believe, will be of enormous help to reunion committees in the future. 
We developed a critique form. Hand salutes to Jay Barnes and Tom 
McGrain who were tasked to come up with one on about 24 hours 
notice. A number of folks came to the realization that we don’t need to 
reinvent the old wheel every two years! For a first time affair, we got a 
goodly number of forms back and the tabulation done by Jay & Tom 
has been passed on to Pratt for their use in Tucson. My thanks to all 
who took the time to fill them out. I know we’ll be seeing these at 
future reunions. 
     A few last thoughts. First, as many of you probably already know, 
the old 20th TASS is being reactivated at Whiteman AFB, MO as the 
20th Recon Sqdn. It’s due to take place on Friday, 14 Jan, so it may be 
a done deal by the time you read this. If not, and you flew in the 20th 
and are close to Whiteman, please come. The POC for the event is the 
new squadron commander, Lt Col Travis “Flare” Burdine, at email 
iamflare@gmail.com. I will hopefully be there, and I know that Den-
ny, Darrel, Jay and probably Crew Chief Bob will be in attendance. 
Also, there is also a move afoot to bring into greater recognition the 
role the venerable O-1 Bird Dog, and the folks who flew and main-
tained it in SEA.  If you have war stories, data, equipment (especially 
access to an O-1 for the FAC Museum), etc., please get in contact with 
Jim Hodgson at txavi8or@verizon.com. We’re all FACs, regardless 
of what we flew, and when and where we flew it. I hope I’m just 
preaching to the choir. 
     Lastly, I hope by the next reunion we can make some headway in 
bringing a lot more non-SEA FACs into the association. In Ft. Worth, 
we had a young man (hey, he’s still on active duty- so that’s young to 
me!), Lt Col Paul Kellner, who flew both the O-2 and OV-10 for the 
25th TASS up in Alaska. I’d sure love to see some of the Sembach 
FACs join the fold. It would be great to have some of the “newbies” 
around to pass the torch to. 
     That’s about enough for the first edition. I hope everyone had a 
joyous Christmas Season, and wish you the Happiest and Healthiest of 
New Years. 
Fond regards to all,      “Lady 0-2 Pilot 
Phil Litts                         Karen Brinkley 

       
 
   
 
 

Honored 
family of 
James Kindel,                                  

Banquet speaker B/G   KIA 14Dec65            
Jim Latham Nail 47,         
Wolf 06, POW                                 
  

Con’t from page 2 
     During our most recent reunion in Ft. Worth I had the pleas-
ure of meeting the family of Major Ommie T. Cox (KIA Decem-
ber 1967).  It was a most pleasant surprise, but admittedly my 
emotions got the best of me initially and it took a few minutes 
for me to regain my composure. Although I had met Major 
Cox’s son Ron and his two brothers, Doyle and Jerry during the 
Memorial Dedication in Colorado Springs, this was the first time 
I met Ron’s mother and sister.  I’m hopeful that they enjoyed the 
Reunion, the Banquet, and the Memorial Service held in honor 
of their loved ones.  
     I am extremely proud to be a member of an organization that 
“takes care of its own”. By the grace of God, we are here to ful-
fill our “Debt of Honor” 
 
Respectfully, 
Crew Chief Bob Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L—r  Mrs. Cox, son Ron, and  daughter Kathy Lotzer                        
photo: Robert Green 
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 2010 FAC Association Reunion – Ft. Worth, 27-31 Oct 2010 
 
To all FAC brothers, friends & family – 
     We just a few weeks ago returned from a most awesome event, the 2010 FAC Assn. Reunion in Ft. Worth.  What a weekend!!  The hotel was 
beyond belief – the most incredible, luxurious hotel in the center of downtown Ft. Worth, across the street from the Convention Center.  There was 
a complimentary trolley service which stopped right outside the hotel every few minutes, to take us to the center of town, for restaurants, shops, etc. 
– affordable eateries and pubs that had to be experienced!  My favorite was Mi Cocina, a great Mexican place in Sundance Square!  Many of us ate 
there several times. 
 
     The Omni Ft. Worth was the most luxurious hotel I have ever stayed at for a military reunion, at $109 per night, single/double (normal price was 
$365/nt).  With all the bells & whistles included, except parking and breakfast.  Being on the Board, and with a Board meeting called by President 
Denny Crouch on Wed afternoon, Phil, Patricia and I came in a day early, on Tuesday.  We did a quiet dinner at Mi Cocina, and had an early night.  
Wed was the Board meeting, followed by the opening of the Hootch and an early arrival reception in the hotel.  More meetings of the “Powers that 
Be” took place Wed. night, with the Membership meeting Thurs. 
 
     Thursday morning we had a tour of old Ft. Worth and the Stockyards.  I had to leave early, to set up the audio/visual for the Membership Meet-
ing, which was to start at 1530.  The membership meeting included the Treasurer’s report, Officers’ Reports, Reunion Committee reports, and elec-
tion of officers.  As we choose a reunion site two years in advance, the Tucson Committee gave an excellent briefing on the 2012 Reunion, and we 
voted unanimously to return to FWB, FL in 2014.  Crew Chief Bob Green and I gave a brief presentation on our plan to host the 2016 reunion in 
Colonial Williamsburg.  On the elections – Most members of the BOD were re-elected, with Denny Crouch (Nail 23, honorary Jake 82) and Darrel 
Whitcomb (Nail 25) being elected as Directors, and Phil Litts (Jake 26 the other) elected as President.  Bob Gorman (Jake 44) was re-elected as 
Treasurer, and I was re-elected as Secretary.  9 voting positions, 3 Jakes elected (not counting Denny).   There were also some Nails & Coveys re-
elected. 
 
     Tim Eby remains as Newsletter Editor.  This is a key position, and good on ya, Capt. Skinny! 
 
     Thursday evening we all boarded buses to Joe T. Garcia’s restaurant in Old Ft. Worth Stockyards, for a gala Fajitas dinner.  The place rocked, as 
FACs reminisced and shared camaraderie with cerveza, margaritas and fajitas (thus covering all of the four major food groups).  Then, back to the 
FAC Hootch for more war stories. 
 
     Friday was a tour of the F-35 Assembly Plant (for those lucky enough to get tickets – seats were limited) and another local tour.  Most of us 
visited the FAC Museum, which has been re-located since several years ago to a much nicer facility, still at Meacham Field.  I took out a life mem-
bership in the FACM – it is an incredible place, with much volunteer work and an awesome facility.  We owe our FACM brothers much for this 
“labor of love”.  Friday night was the banquet, re-scheduled from Saturday, due to the other events scheduled. 
 
     The banquet was equally awesome – Texas steak, more camaraderie, fantastic guest speakers, presentations, and FAC brotherhood.  Howie 
Pierson was the hero of the night, being honored as “Nail 01” and an institution within the FAC brotherhood.  Also recognized were the “Honored 
Families” of fallen FACs.  It was a great evening, with adjournment to the FAC Hootch. 
 
     Saturday was the Grand Event – around which the entire reunion was scheduled – the Alliance (Airport) Airshow.  All FACs were granted free 
access to the Bell Helicopter Chalet, with free food & beverages, which was a real honor.  The airshow was incredible – a host of stunt pilots and 
warbirds, topped by a performance by the Blue Angels.  After the airshow, Callsign dinners were the wrap-up to the day, for the perfect end to the 
reunion. 
 
     Due to the Airshow, the Memorial Service had to be delayed until Sunday morning.  As I was travelling on airline passes, it was a simple matter 
to change my listing to Sunday afternoon, so that I could attend.  And I am glad that I did.  Just prior to the beginning of the ceremony, there was a 
fly-by of an O2A by Karen (Lady O2 Pilot from the FACNET) and a 2-ship of T-28s.  The Memorial was attended by the Patriot Freedom Riders, 
who escorted a Liberty Bell, and following a magnificent series of praises to the fallen FACs, chimed the bell as the names of all the fallen brothers 
was read by Darrel Whitcomb and Tim Eby.  According to all who attended, the Memorial Service was the highlight of the entire reunion. 
 
     To all members of the FAC brotherhood, there are things that the FAC Assn. can do, due to their sheer size, that smaller FAC groups cannot.  
The awesome Memorial Service is but one example.  I feel that many subgroups are limited by resources.  Terry English did me honor by being in 
Ft. Worth.  But I feel strongly that all FAC brothers would do well to make every effort to attend one of the FAC Assn. Reunions – you would get a 
much deeper appreciation of our brotherhood if you could make just one. 
 
     BTW – the Tucson (2012) group approached me for advice.  I have now been appointed by the BOD as the official liaison to future reunion 
committees. 
 
     This concludes my AAR report for Ft. Worth.  “Cleared Hot” on the next Jake reunion next May in San Antonio – and on to Tucson in 2012! 
 
Jay Barnes   Jake 26, Tam Ky’70 
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TUCSON, 2012 
Block the dates!  Make your plans!  Hold the phone, 

and all other pertinent expressions 
     October 17—21 is the date now finalized for the 2012 reunion 

in Tucson, AZ.  Some good folks are already lining up the details 

of what promises to be another great gathering of eagles, or at 

least FACs.  This is your heads-up so you won’t do something 

regretful, like schedule a conflict.   Pratt Ashworth, Tom 

Bohan, and Tom McGrain will provide more details for 

the next issue and the website.  Stay tuned.  

 

MEMORIES FROM FORT WORTH 
Gene and Howie, our elder statesmen, never at a loss for               

eloquence.    Red Marker                        Nail 01 

 

C3B, Larry Reynolds, 

Tom Seasor ogling the 

comely waitress 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NuPaul and Tom 

McGrain caught in the 

act  (you can tell by 

those guilty smiles) 
 
 
 

Denny and John Legates 

at the FAC  Museum 

 

 

 

 

Photos from Denny 

Crouch, Bob Green, Cal 

Anderson                           

ANOTHER HERO RETURNS 
Excerpted from the Army News Service by SSgt Amy Weiser Willson 
December 16, 2010 
     FARGO, N.D. -- A Vietnam War pilot who has been missing in ac-
tion for more than four decades will be coming home to Fargo this week. 
The remains of U.S. Air Force Maj. Thomas Beyer will arrive Wednes-
day evening, and his funeral will take place Saturday afternoon. Beyer 
served with the 20th Tactical Air Support Squadron at Chu Lai Air 
Base in South Vietnam. From there, he flew the O-2A Skymaster, a mili-
tary version of the Cessna 337, as a spotter plane. He went missing while 
on mission #5096, a visual reconnaissance and forward air control as-
signment, the afternoon of July 30, 1968. He was later declared dead on 
May 2, 1978, and his remains were identified Nov. 19 of this year… 
     Gov. Jack Dalrymple and Maj. Gen. David Sprynczynatyk, North 
Dakota National Guard adjutant general, are expected to speak during 
the funeral service. Veterans groups and honor guards as well as current-
ly serving military men and women will again be present to show their 
support of their fallen brother, as well as his family. Beyer is survived by 
his wife, Karen, whom he met when they attended North Dakota State 
University together. They were married Feb. 1, 1963, in Fargo and had 
two children: Sandra in 1964 and Steven in 1966. Their children are now 
married with children of their own, and Beyer's parents and brother, 
Merle, died without ever knowing his fate. With military reports from 
that day 42 years ago, coupled with the identifications of Beyer's re-
mains, that fate is now clearer...Beyer, who went by the call sign "Helix 
15," was flying in Quang-Tri Province in South Vietnam, supporting the 
U.S. Army's Americal Division… 
     While listed as missing, Beyer was presented the Silver Star for gal-
lantry. His name is listed on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Wash-
ington, D.C., along with the 58,266 others who gave their lives in that 
war. The name of this particular North Dakota hero is on panel 50W, 
row 34. 

========================================== 
 

Mr & Mrs David Hall, Belladier, 

Great patriots, contributed won-

derfully to the memorial service 

(Try reading heroes’ names with 

THAT bell tolling in the back-

ground) 

 
 

 David Nall, 
singer, Don Har-

ris, piper at me-

morial service    
 
 
 

 Not a bad airshow, not bad at all! 

Think we didn’t have any fun?  

Think again.   

                                                          Yes, I’ll take one of those. (B-25) 
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FROM OUR FIRST SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 
     A NOTE OF THANKS FROM CATHERINE NEFF 
 
Forward Air Controllers, 
     I’m writing to thank you very kindly for my selection as a FOR-
WARD AIR CONTROLLERS DISTINGUISHED SCHOLAR for 
this school year.  This loan and grant has helped me greatly to settle 
back into school for my last year at American University in Wash-
ington, D.C.  At the end of this school year I plan to graduate with a 
Bachelor’s degree in communications: Film and Media Arts, with a 
minor in Marketing.   
     I’ve been able to do a lot at school with help from this grant.   
For example, last summer I was able to intern on the set of James L. 
Brooks’ film “How Do You Know”, scheduled to come out in De-
cember.  This past spring I studied abroad in Prague, Czech Repub-
lic.  There, I studied at Fanin, one of the oldest film schools in Cen-
tral Europe.  After this, I was accepted to intern at the Cannes Film 
Festival through a program with the American Pavilion. 
     Now that I’m back in D.C. I’m taking classes including Fine Arts 
Photography and a class on Brand Management.  Along with this I 
am interning at the film commission, Office of Motion Picture and 
Television Development in D.C. 
     Because of this grant I’m able to buy my books, afford my rent, 
and participate in amazing experiences like these.  I would like to 
thank you with my deepest sincerity for your donation that has al-
lowed me to do all of this.   
 
With sincere appreciation and warmest thanks, 
Catherine E. Neff 
 
 
 
 
Kati in Cannes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Kati at work behind the 
camera 
            

 TEARS 
Zot Barrazotto 

Tonight was a long time coming – almost 40 years.  February 19, 1971 
my roommate, 1stLt. James Larry Hull, died is Vietnam. By the time 
he died my emotions were frozen to the point of not being able to cry. I 
was almost through my one year tour and death was all around – 1st 
Lt. Jose Ortiz, Capt Rick Meacham, Capt Smith, Capt Mike MeGerty 
and then Larry from my squadron had all died while flying as Forward 
Air Controllers – FACs. The Army morgue was near our operations 
shack and each week the stack of aluminum coffins would grow until 
the C-141 took them home. I still had time to go on my tour and could-
n't take the time nor did I have the emotional energy to grieve. So for 
the next 40 years, two marriages and most of my adult years my frozen 
emotions and I staggered through life. Never really being there but not 
quite crazy enough to get medicated or stop to figure out what was 
going on.  
     There have been occasional signs of a spring but tonight the ice 
dam cracked. Fairborn is a small town outside the gate of Wright-
Patterson AFB, near Dayton, Ohio.   Last week we lost one of our 
heroes, Spc. Jessie Adam Snow, KIA in Afghanistan. He arrived home 
on Friday to a hero's welcome at Wright-Patterson and a flag lined trip 
back home. Monday night was the public viewing at the High School. I 
had been thinking about attending the viewing but couldn't get in gear 
to actually put it on the schedule. I got a call from a friend who has a 
little electrical job and that got me out of the house. On the way back 
home I stopped at a friend's who is a retired Army Ranger. He knew 
the family and had stopped at the visitation. After two glasses of “chill
-able red” I knew what my next stop would be. On the way in to the 
High School the Patriot Guard riders were standing on the sidewalk. I 
shook hands with all those on the right as I went in except for one lady 
who said she was a hugger – and that was an understatement. She 
wrapped her arms around me and just held on until I returned the hug 
and the tears started to flow. I think she knew more than had been 
spoken. Making my way inside the large auditorium was sparsely pop-
ulated but Spc. Snow's father was making his way back to the front 
just as I walked in. I waited for him to get seated, shook his hand and 
said I was sorry for his loss. He introduced his wife and I repeated my 
few words. I shook hands with his brother and then turned and faced 
the casket. Coming to attention I slowly saluted, held the salute for a 
long period then turned and walked up the aisle. My timing was about 
perfect as I was the last visitor and the Patriot Guard riders were just 
coming in to close out the viewing. I couldn't stay to watch the cere-
mony as the tears were flowing and exiting stage left was the best idea 
I had at that moment. 
     As I headed to the car the parking lot was almost devoid of people 
but there was one item that caught my eye. My second wife was a 
widow, her first husband taught at that school and he died of cancer. 
There was a tree planted in his honor right behind where I parked. The 
first tree didn't survive but a new tree had been planted. And I was 
reminded of Jefferson's quote about the tree of liberty needing to be 
watered by the blood of patriots. Many patriots, like Larry Hull and 
Jessie Snow have shed their blood and the tree of liberty survives. I 
cried most of the way home and as I write this the tears continue to 
flow. Not a bad sign because frozen feeling are incapable of tears. 
Forty years is a long time to wait for the spring thaw, but better late 
than never. 
   Zot 
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       The DFC Society                         
Bill Bradfield, Treasurer 

 
The Distinguished Flying Cross was established by Congress on July 2, 
1926 to recognize the gallantry of World War I pilots. The first Distin-
guished Flying Cross citations were presented to the Pan American 
Flight crews on 2 May, 1927 by President Coolidge, for their five ship, 
22,000 mile flight. President Coolidge presented the first Distinguished 
Flying Cross medal on 11 June, 1927, to Captain Charles A. Lindbergh 
of the Army Air Corps Reserve for his solo flight of 33 ½ hours span-
ning 3600 miles across the Atlantic Ocean in 1927.  Lindbergh is a post-
humous member of the Distinguished Flying Cross Society. 
 
The Distinguished Flying Cross Society (DFCS), founded in 1994, is 
made up of personnel of all five military services who have been award-
ed the DFC. The Society is unique in that it represents all wars and cam-
paigns from World War I forward, all ranks, all aviation crew positions, 
and both genders. In addition, relatives of some of the recipients are 
associate members.  
  
The Distinguished Flying Cross Society (DFCS) is looking for any man 
or woman who was awarded the DFC.  As a FAC for the 1st Air Cav 
Division in I Corps, 1968/69, I am very aware of the critical role FACs 
played in Vietnam. The DFCS is looking for FACs who were awarded 
the DFC to become members of the Society.  If you are among the many 
FACs awarded the DFC (some were awarded multiple medals), we 
would like you to consider joining the DFC Society. 
 
The DFC Society is a 501(c)(19) non-profit with goals of camaraderie, 
scholarships for descendants and historical legacy.  The DFCS currently 
has approximately 5500 members and growing.  Family members derive 
great satisfaction in seeing the recipient’s name and citation on the DFC 
Wall of Honor on our website http://www.dfcsociety.org/. 
 
The DFCS is in the process of publishing a DFC book and is in the plan-
ning stages of producing a DFC documentary.  Check out our website for 
available DFC memorabilia.  This October we had our bi-annual reunion 
in Riverside, CA where a National DFC memorial was dedicated.  The 
memorial has unanimously passed the U.S. House and will be voted on 
by the Senate soon.   
 
If you have been awarded a DFC or know someone who has, check out 
the DFCS website for information on the benefits and requirements for 
joining, as well as an application form that can be downloaded.  Families 
are also encouraged to enroll a deceased DFC recipient and become an 
associate member.  For additional information, call our toll-free number 
at 1- 866-332-6332. 
 
 
 

 

 
 The Bird Dogs’ Tale 

 
   by Bobby Jack Woolley 

 
The author has presented the combat service of 
the Bird Dog aircraft in a comprehensive man-
ner that covers the ten-year period, 1962-1972.  

The intent is for The Bird Dogs’ Tale to serve as a record of how O-
1 service contributed to the overall combat effort that occurred in 
Southeast Asia during the Vietnam era. 
     Information concerning the disposition of each O-1 that served in 
Army, Air Force and Marine aviation units is presented.  Brief histo-
ries of each aviation unit are also included.  
     Of significance, an accounting of each service member who lost 
his life participating in its combat service is also recorded.  The ac-
counting of each aircraft and those who lost their lives during O-1 
operations is an important and unusual content of a combat related 
book.  The Bird Dogs’ Tale is that story 

 
To order, visit website: http://www.feeder-feederpubs.com  $24.95 

================== 
A Duck Looking for Hunters 

By Dale Amend     
 
     The autobiographical story of a FAC 
during the Vietnam War, reprised from his 
daily letters home to his wife.  With 
warmth, insight, a phenomenal memory 
for detail and a great writing talent, 
Amend tells what it was like for these men 
who confronted their mortality each day…           
Amend does not gloss over the horrors of 
that war, but tells it as he lived it, mixing 
in a keen wit and a wry sense of humor…  
With knowledge and memories given only 
to those who lived it, Amend shares his 
memories of a year in Vietnam, which  

should be required reading for teachers of American history, as well 
as any American who wants to know how our servicemen felt and 
worked through their obligations during that time. 
     Educational, entertaining, uplifting, written with uncommon au-
thorship and excellently edited, this book needs to be a national best-
seller.   
 
     To order, visit Amazon.com or send mailing instructions and a 
check for $25 to Dale Amend, 1225 Countryside NW, Albuquerque, 
NM 87114-1834.  Tel. 505-897-7615.  Advise of inscription instruc-
tions.   
 
Editor’s note:  These features are offered as a service to our mem-
bers who desire to add to their library, and not as an endorsement or 
as commercial advertising.  Watch for more books in future issues.    
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FAC Association 
1849 Southlawn Drive 
Fairborn, OH  45324 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE FAC ASSOCIATION 
 

 
 
   Annual dues are $20                                                           
  Life membership dues depend on your age                       
 55yrs and under—-$225 
 56 to 60 yrs        — $200 
 61 to 65 yrs         —$175 
 66yrs +                —$150 
 

 

FAC Association Membership and Annual Dues Form 

Enclosed is my check for $———- Make me a member of/continue my membership in the FAC Association 

First Name + MI Last Name DOB (dd/mm/yyyy) Spouses Name 

Mailing Address City State ZIP + 4 

Telephone (        )  Email Address Call Sign A/C or Specialty 

Organization/Sqdn/TASS FAC Tour Dates Locations Comments 

Signature 

    

Copy this page, fill in the table below, and  
send your check to: 
 

Bob Gorman 
3416 Broken Hill St. 

Newbury Park, CA 91320-5501 
 


