
 
MEA CULPA – Publication of this newsletter was delayed due to a death in the family and the births 
of two granddaughters which required the attention of the editor. 

President’s Corner February Newsletter 
Greetings one and all, 
The piece below was written in December, and I ask your consideration when reading 
it.  The Newsletter was intended to be published NLT than January but as you can see, 
we are a bit behind the power curve to say the least.  Hopefully, it isn’t ‘Deadman’s 
corner’!!  As your leadership works to put together a plan to close out the FACA with 
the 2024 reunion in Fort Walton Beach, FL, please bear with us as we strategize the 

plan to present to the membership to do as it has been stated by one of our most eloquent members, “Declare 
Victory and close the door”.   
 
The end of the year is right around the corner as I compose this.  Santa is pre-flighting his sled, checking his flight 
plan, NOTAMS and weather. He is making sure that the reindeer have lots of fuel to make any alternate necessary 
and doing preliminary weight and balance calculations.  And before you know it not only will his yearly task be 
completed but the new year will be upon us. 
Where does the time go??  I am reminded of the old adage that life is a lot like the roll of TP, the closer to the end 
of the roll, the faster it spins. 
October saw a very nice crowd of us gathered in Colorado Springs for FR2022.  The weather could not have been 
better in the foothills of the Rampart Range in the fall.  In fact, it was warmer there than at my home in the metro 
Atlanta area.  Go figure!!  I want to pass along my kudos to these Colorado Springs folks who put together the 
outstanding Memorial Ceremony.  That crew was made up of Jim Palmer, Chuck Cabell, Don Brooks and Tom 
Petitmermet.  Thanks to Darrel Whitcomb who was responsible for setting up the great briefing by the 13 ASOS.  
Also, many thanks to Darrel and Chris Whitcomb for their efforts that provided us with a Hooch Bar/Gathering 
place that was enjoyed by all during the week. 
Our trip to the Wings Over the Rockies Museum was highlighted by the dedication of the restored O2-A and the 
program that accompanied that ceremony.  My personal thanks to Nolan Hargrave and the many others from the 
museum whose effort and dedication to preserving the FAC history touched many hearts that day. 
The events that followed were a trip to the National Museum of World War II Aviation where the lead docent was 
one of our own.  Everyone raved about this outing.  This was followed by the cog rail train to the heights of Pike’s 
Peak.  Final day’s events included the tour of the campus at the Air Force Academy led by Darrel Whitcomb and a 
bus tour of some the other scenic highlights of the area. 
The afternoon included the general membership meeting where I announced that the FAC Association Board of 
Directors had made the decision that our last reunion was now just down the road in 2024.  Claude Newland and 
his team are already working on one last gathering at the ‘Schoolhouse’ at Hurlburt Field, FL.  More details to 
follow, stay tuned and pencil the fall of 2024 for one last hurrah!! 
My favorite event of the entire gathering was the banquet and our guest speaker.  It is always so great to see 
those in attendance along with the gracious and lovely ladies mixing and mingling and just having a good time.  
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George Nolly’s speech was definitely one of the best presentations at a banquet that I have had the pleasure of 
attending.   
And then to top it off, my ‘volunteered’ photographer, Dan Swiger, proceeded to herd the cats so well that we 
have a total group photo along with individual group shots.  If you have not checked our website for Dan’s photos 
of the reunion, you need to make it a point to do so.  He and Harry Pearce, Webmaster, put together an 
outstanding review of what happened during the reunion. 
While I have named so many folks and not others, rest assured everybody who had a hand in helping make this a 
great reunion has my lasting gratitude.  This was a team effort and with the help of Ray Casey, Military Reunion 
Planners, all the feedback I got was that it was a great time. 
I’ll close with all the best wishes for the holiday season and the new year to each and every one of you from Mary 
and I.  Cannot wait to see as many of you as possible in FWB for FR2024.  
Brad Wright   Covey 251  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dan Swiger, our “volunteered” official photographer. 

	
“Everyone I met, wanted to find 
out who I was & talk to me.  I 
would say by the end of the 1st 
night, I knew I had arrived at a 
place where I wanted to be.  
Each day I made more 
connections & friends. 
Hanging out in the “Hootch” I 
didn’t feel like a wallflower. 
 
I had some deep, heart-to-
heart talks with a fellow RO.  
This was the 1st time that I had 
a conversation with someone 
who knew what it was like 
when things go terribly wrong 
in that job.  It was a moment I 
won’t forget.” 
                       Dan Swiger 
 



 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT 
 
January 2023 
 
As of the beginning of 2023, our financial worth was $114,074, a significant decrease from January 2022, 
due mostly to reunion expenses and special donations approved at the reunion, as well as our yearly 
donations of $2,000 to the FAC Museum, $1,000 to Home For Our Troops and $1,000 to Fisher House 
Foundation. Balances include Checking - $8,603 (includes $3,596 in the reunion account, after a refund 
of $2,700 from Military Reunion Planners, and $1,312 in our Utah historian account); Savings - $3,309; 
CD - $67,623; Investment - $35,851. These numbers will change over the next several months as I make 
our approved contributions for 2023. We still need to file our annual Florida business registration and our 
IRS tax report for 2023. 
 
Here are some interesting approximate numbers on our membership. We have 20 paid annual members, 
795 life members, 746 non-current members, 3044 non-members and 1070 deceased FACs. Our first 
objective still needs to be to get the non-current members back in the fold. If you know some, work on 
them. If they are unsure of their status, have them contact me or Fred Pumroy. 
  
We still have new FACA challenge coins. I am currently handling their sale while our historian is on 
active duty. They are $5 ($10 for non-members), plus shipping of $5 regardless of the number of items 
purchased. I also has “Hit My Smoke” key chains and decals at two for $5. 
 
To help the association save money, if you haven’t already done so, consider switching your 
newsletter delivery to email. We still have more than 230 members getting the newsletter by snail-
mail, costing us more than $800 each year to print and mail the newsletter. Just let me know and 
I’ll make it happen.  
 
If you do get a snail mail copy, you can also help by keeping track of your membership by noting your 
status on the first or second line of your address on this newsletter. The first number is the last year of 
your membership. Unfortunately, the printer has failed to get this in the address twice.  If you get the 
newsletter by email notice, you can email me or Fred Pumroy to check your membership status. If your 
membership is due for renewal, consider becoming a life member. In either case, make your check to 
FACA, Inc and send to me at PO Box 222, Polson, MT 59860. 
 
I occasionally send emails inquiring about duplicate membership payments, most commonly from 
someone who has forgotten their LIFE MEMBER status. Unfortunately, I get few answers back. I like to 
think it is because the email ended up in your junk folder. To help avoid this happening, please make sure 
the two addresses I use, factres@live.com and nail13zg@centurytel.net, are on your acceptable list. 
 
Trey Moran, Nail 13



 
In Memoriam -  A tribute to those who have flown west since July 2022 

Note: Although the title to this section calls attention to those who have passed since the last 
newsletter, we have listed some outside that window because, we have just learned of his passing.  
Slow hand salute to these brothers-in- arms, American patriots all. 

 
Witluck	 Robert	 Covey	180,	Covey	280,	Helix	41	 22	Jan	22	 Life	Member	
Pocock	 Charles	Lester	 Viper	7	 	 14	May	22	 Life	Member	
Potter	 Joseph	Vaughn	 Sidewinder	16,	Covey	06,	Jade	06	 17	Jun	22	 Life	Member	
Knabe	 Carl	Frederick	II	 Covey	 27	Jun	22	 	
Schwalb	Jr	 Gerald	P.	 Red	Marker	02	 18	July	22	 	
Caven	 James	D.	 Covey	569/Covey	96/	Nail	51	 18	Feb	22	 Life	Member	
Lachon	 Gregory	C.	“Beefy”	 Rustic	Alpha,	Sundog	Alpha	 09	Aug	22	 	
Haynes	 Eldon	R.	“Sonny”	 Covey	262	 09	Oct	22	 Life	Member	
Hall	 Wilson	J.	 Trail	16,	Covey	 	 08	Jul	20	 Life	Member	

	
	

 

 



Expanded information and links to some obituaries are located at https://www.fac-assoc.org/flew-
west/flew-west2022.html.   

Help: If you know of a brother-in arms who has passed and not yet recognized by the association, 
please email that information to Bob Cohen  bobcohenx@aol.com.or Trey Moran <nail13@fac-
assoc.org> or Harry Pearce <helix35@fac-assoc.org> 

We don’t know what we don’t know.   

 
Memories from the Reunion. 

 
 

Dedicated O-2 
Wings Over the Rockies Museum 



 



What a group of proud veterans! 

Patriot Guard at Memorial Park 
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Contact specific Association officers or directors by going to our website: https//www.fac-assoc.org/contacts.html 
 

Annual dues are $20. Life membership dues depend on age Copy this page, complete the form below and send your check, 
55 Years and under - $225.00 56 to 60 years - $200.00 payable to FACA, Inc. to: 
61 to 65 years – 175.00 66 to 70 years - $150.00 Trey Moran 
71 to 75 years – $125.00 76 plus years - $100.00 P O Box 222 

Polson MT 59860 
 

FAC Association Membership and Annual Dues Form 
Last Name: First Name: Initial: 

DOB (dd/mm/yyyy): Spouse’s Name: 

Address Phone #: 

City & State: Zip + 4: Cell #: 

email: Send newsletter: By Email By Snail Mail 

A/C or Specialty: Call Signs : 

Organization/Sqdn/TASS: FAC Tour Dates: 

Locations: 

Comments: 

Enclosed is my check #  for $  . Make me a member or continue my membership in 
the FAC Association. (Note: Your Dues Status can be found in the address block printed above.) 

Current Dues Status: Signature: 

 

  


