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President’s Corner Sumer 2017
Half of 2017 is history!!! Where did it go, you ask? I
don’t know either. It seems like Christmas and New
Year’s Eve was just yesterday and now we are staring
July 4th directly in the middle of the windscreen. Each
year I give more and more credence to the analogy that
life is like the roll of toilet paper. The closer to the end of
the roll the faster it spins. Yikes!!!!
First of all, I have to let you know that I have accepted
Jay Barnes’ resignation from the position of Secretary of
the FACA. In the aftermath of the successful reunion at
Williamsburg, Jay’s personal load got to be overwhelming and he needed to take a break from the responsibilities of the position and take care of the more important
and pressing issues in his life. I want to thank Jay for ten
years of service to our organization as both a member of
the Board of Directors and as Secretary. Additionally,
my thanks to him for the fun time had by all during our
FR2016 gathering. Salute, Jay!!
Once again the slow times of the between reunion pace of
life have over taken us. That is not to say that we are not
doing stuff just that the pace seems to be slower. At least
for now. I have asked Bruce Young, Covey 252, to fill
out the remainder of Jay Barnes’ term as secretary and he
has agreed to serve in that role. Thanks, Bruce.
Additionally, Joe Sowa continues to work on the FR2018
gathering in the Seattle-Tacoma area of Washington. As
mentioned at the general membership meeting in Williamsburg, I have asked a couple of folks to research midcontinent locations for FR2020. Additionally, we exploring the utilization of a reunion planning organization to
assist in the setup and running of FR2020. The two locations being considered are St Louis, MO and Branson,
MO. Make no plans at this point since this is truly the
infancy stage of the planning. However, if you live in or
near either of those locations and have input for us, please

let me know.

TREASURER'S REPORT

The Board of Directors will hold its off year meeting via
electronic means this fall and look at those items that
were tagged as action items at the last meeting. I will
have an update for you in the end of the year newsletter.

June, 2017
As of the end of May, 2017, our financial worth was
$141,586:
Checking Balance - $13,667 (includes $ 7,574 remaining in the reunion account)
Savings Balance - $27,269
CD Balance - $65,190
Brokerage Balance - $35,460

Meanwhile, enjoy the summer, stay safe and remember
the sunscreen.
Brad Wright
Covey 251
Da Nang 70-71

During the first half of the year, we completed our contribution to the Hurlburt Field Airpark with the approved
$1,000 FAC Association donation. We also made our
annual $2,000 donation to the FAC Museum, as well as
$1,000 to the Homes For Our Troops Foundation and
the Fisher House Foundation.

“I am concerned for the security of our great Nation; not

so much because of any threat from without, but because
of the insidious forces working from within.”
― Douglas MacArthur

We have new FACA challenge coins. They are available
from our historian, Al Matheson, for $5 ($10 for nonmembers), plus shipping of $5 regardless of the number
of items purchased. He also has “Hit My Smoke” key
chains and decals at two for $5.

Bird Dog Reunion. Bob Woodley is the Bird Dog reunion chairman for the Upcoming reunion. He is an Army
Bird Dog pilot and served two tours in Vietnam. Bob
can be reached at (253) 874-3982, or by email at
bjdubu@aol.com. Details are at http://www.afrreg.com/Birddog2017. The “All Bird Dog Units Reunion” in 2017 When? August 17-20, 2017 Where? Sheraton Pentagon City - (703) 521-1900 900 South Orme
Street, Arlington, VA 22204

To help the association save money, if you haven’t already done so, consider switching your newsletter delivery to email. Just let me know and I’ll make it happen.
You can also help by keeping track of your membership
by noting your status on the first line of your address on
this newsletter. The first number is the last year of your
membership. If you get the newsletter by email notice,
you can email me or Fred Pumroy to check your membership status. If your membership is due for renewal,
consider becoming a life member. In either case, make
your check to FACA, Inc and send to me at PO Box
222, Polson, MT 59860.

A U.S. aircraft shot down an unidentified drone
deemed hostile toward coalition forces in At Tanf, Syria, a spokesman for Operation Inherent Resolve said
Thursday 8 June. The drone, similar in size to a U.S.
MQ-1 Predator, was suspected to be "pro-regime" and
was shot down Thursday by an F-15E Strike Eagle. Army Col. Ryan Dillon said the drone was struck down
after it was observed dropping a munition near coalition
personnel training partner forces in the fight against the
Islamic State. Dillon, who replaces Air Force Col. John
Dorrian as the operation spokesman, said the MQ-1-like
drone "hit dirt."

Thanks for your support.
Trey Moran, Nail 13

Kenneth Hinks, khinks01-02@comcast.net. A little bit
more info on Lt Col Norris Smith:
This is about the US Army OTTER that crashed into the
side of Dragon Mountain. https://www.facebook.com/
notes/887948811266532/?pnref=story

“It is fatal to enter any war without the will to win it.”
― Douglas MacArthur
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201-707-4916. Try FAX first.
Associations like ours and Misty have a wealth of
information which can assist your search for our
fallen warriors. The web can be used to locate
these groups.
A lot of quick information can be found in Chris
Hobson’s book “Vietnam Air Losses.”

Lt Col Norris Ray Smith KIA 6 Sept 1967 records
recovered for his daughter Sue New.
FACA was requested by Sue New to help her get information on her father, Lt Col Norris Ray Smith
KIA 6 Sept 1967 as a FAC with the 21 TASS, Because
all her mother’s and her effort trying to get information
lead to a dead end. FACA President asked for help.
We asked Misty FACS for help because he went
through F-100 school before he came to Vietnam and
instead of the F-100 he was assigned as a FAC to the
21 TASS as an O-1 FAC. He was assigned to Pleiku
for a short time before his accident on 6 Sept 1967.
Apparently he was carrying another FAC with him
when he had the accident and was killed – see the accident report from the Safety Center redacted heavily
which was emailed to the FACNET. It was called a
pilot error in the accident report. Lt Col Smith was a
very experience pilot with 6600 hours flying time in
fighters and bombers.
The family was trying to get his records and accident
report for many years but due to lack of experience
they got nowhere with their letters, telephone calls and
travelling. Sue’s mother died 3 years ago and she was
on her own. Sue was 13 years old when her father
died. Within a short time we had the accident report,
his personnel and medical records are being sent to her
and the Governor of GA will be helping her. Don
Shepperd and Wells Jackson of the Misty FACs
helped with the search for her father and aided us with
their experience and knowledge doing the same thing
for the Misty family. Ken Hicks came up with the O-1
picture in the crash but it seems like no one in FACA
or Misty knew Lt Col Smith or the guy described as co
-pilot or GIB who lived through the crash. The Accident report was heavily redacted of all names and critical information. Sue has requested the Secretary of the
AF for the full accident report with all names. As soon
as she gets it we’ll send it out.
For anyone pursuing similar searches here are some of
the things we came up to get information:
USAF Safety Center has a web site where you can
request accident reports
at HQAFSCJA@kirtland.af.mil.
Personnel and medical can only be obtained by the
next of kin through the St Louis Records center
at https://www.archives.gov/veterans/militaryservice-records.
Almost all the states have a veteran’s service office
that provides help.
Correction of USAF military records web site is at
http://afpc.af.mil/Board-for-Correction-ofMilitary-Records
The Library of Congress also has information and
they can be reached at Fax 707-252-2046, Tel

"It doesn’t take a hero to order men into battle. It takes a
hero to be one of those men who goes into battle." —
General Norman Schwarzkopf Jr.

Sometimes the US Army Shoots Your Tail Off.
3 Aug 1967 Ha Thanh

Lt Col Lee R. Goettche
1Lt James O. Barbe
Maj Jerry Rhein
Lt Col Norris R. Smith
Capt Joe Potter
Merle R. Shields

IN MEMORIAM

Cagey 83, Elliot, Ascot, 8 Dec 2016
FAC Instructor
6 Nov 1966
AOC CC 20A
6 Sept 1967
AOC Commander 20A
1981
O-2 Night Rustic
10June 2017

“Whoever said the pen is mightier than the sword obviously
never encountered automatic weapons.”
― Douglas MacArthur
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course, Jim Hodgson and Co at Fort Worth. Thanks also
to Denny Crouch for providing introductions to the National Museum of the United States Air Force at Dayton.
That link is now in place. We also, thanks again to the
OBA, have contact with our friends in Indonesia who
operated the OV-10. Of interest, note that OV-10 Bronco
639 is the only aircraft in the Australian War Memorial
collection in USAF markings! Watch this space!
06 June 2017, Ken Semmler, Issue28/Rash38

General Mattis spoke to the 2017 graduating class at
West Point and sent a clear message to the entire military, as well as to our allies, friends and competitors:
“free men and women will volunteer to fight, ethically
and fiercely, to defend our experiment that we call, simply, ‘America.’” They will “hold the line.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9s6t1whZp8
ZOT-zot250@ameritech.net
"Yesterday as we cleaned up the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Dayton, Ohio I was chatting with Sgt Ski who was a major mover in building the FAC Memorial
at the AF Museum. He remarked that the foundation for
that memorial was overkill. Probably, as we put 14 yards
of reinforced concrete under it and included lots of nickels and other mementos while it was being poured. Your
dad rests there with 265 others who gave their all.
HUGGGGS

Peter Condon, petercondon@icunet.com.au, Tamale 15, Sidewinder 23, 1969 Good news from
‘Down-under’! Greetings to the illustrious FAC team;
we are very pleased to share the good news that the restoration by the Australian War Memorial (AWM) in
Canberra, of our beloved OV-10 639 is underway –
again - at long last! As you might recall, it was during
the FAC Reunion in 2008 that Darrel Whitcomb handed
over the history of 639 to the AWM. Ah, what a memorable weekend that was! We in ‘Oz’ were not only
graced with the presence of so many from the friendly
USA on ANZAC Day, but were invested with Air Medals by your Ambassador as well as visiting 639 at the
AWM’s restoration centre. Great stuff indeed! Thanks
to the never-ending and cheerful support of the Bronco
Association, in 2009 a report was given to the AWM
detailing contacts for OV-10 spares such that 639 could
be restored for static display. Hmm, things then fell into
a hole. While it was bitter disappointment for us, in fairness there were reasons for the halt. The AWM was hit
with budget cuts and, rightfully so, all resources were
directed towards the WWI commemorations. Recently,
thanks to corporate and individual sponsorships, funds
have been directed by the AWM towards 639. We’re
back in business! All thanks and praise go to Jim Hodgson and the ace OBA team. Once again they have provided the contacts such that a delegation from the AWM
was able to make a pilgrimage to learn from those who
have restored or worked on OV-10s. The trip included
Tony de Bruyn of the Bronco Demo Team in Belgium
and, in the USA, CAL FIRE, Marsh Aviation and, of

nail25@aol.com. Dear fellow vets, Can't pass this date
without noting that 45 years ago, today, Bat 21, an EB66C, was shot down in the midst of the opening battle of
the Easter Offensive. From the crew of six men, there
was only one survivor. The rescue efforts for Bat 21B Lt Col Gene Hambleton, and then Nail 38B - 1Lt Mark
Clark and then Covey 282A - 1Lt Bruce Walker, would
run until 18 April. The loss of Blueghost 39, Jolly Green
67, and two other helicopters would cost the lives of 11
more men in this effort, plus two men taken prisoner, the
single largest SAR in the entire war in terms of time and
overall effort. Several members on this net flew in this
operation. To you, those lost in the operation, and those
who have yet to return - A humble hand salute-Darrel.

It is generally inadvisable to eject directly over the area
you just bombed.
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have enough time for good BDA. 18 April 1968: Flew
Acft "410" West of Khe Sanh in Laos, Targets 922, 92,
914 & 110 (Areas 8 & 9). Took off at 1530 for 5.0
hours. Weather intermittent. Hit truck park near 110 by
-pass again. No secondaries, no AAA reactions, just
small arms. 13 May 1968: Bad day today. Scarborough shot down while directing a strike @ Tam
Ky. Smothermon had mid air and lost 3 feet of wing,
but made it to Kam Duc (which was subsequently overrun). He got out but 2 C-130s lost in the withdrawal. Took off at 1220 for 4.5 hours (Acft #410). Worked
West of Khe Sanh with two flights to hit major Field Artillery positions on CoRac ridge line just across the border in Laos. They did good work on the artillery (some
secondaries) then worked over some of the 37 MM defenders. Got a couple sites, but 3 were hiding under a
thunderstorm. VR Route 921 bunkers, but weather was
bad and no more strike aircraft were available curses. Tonight we are sending a special "Fire-Bomb"
mission against those CoRac targets.

Brad Wright, Covey 251. To All,
I recently received a call from Ed Conant from OH who
is currently flying O-2A 67-21410 as a contractor for
testing at Wright Patterson AFB. He sent along a couple
of photos. One shows the aircraft in flight and the other
some nose art.
His request was for any and all info available for this
aircraft durin g the SEA conflict. Let me know if you
have info that I can pass along to Ed. Thanks,
Christopher Mayer mayhemxpc@yahoo.com, FAC - O2A's The only tail number that can be made out is 7602.
This would be 69-7602 Cessna production number M337B-400. It served with the 23d TASS at Bergstrom
AFB between 1975 and 1980 in a variety of paint
schemes. I do not know when it arrived at Bergstrom.
(The is, I do not know were it was between 1970, when
it was delivered, until 1975.) Then it went to DavisMonthan. In 1994 it was brought out of AMARC and
delivered to Namibia, as one of six O-2A’s delivered
that year. Curiously, I am aware that a couple or more
years ago, Namibia inquired about what it would take to
transition eight O-2A’s to their civil registry for use in
their national aeroclub.

“The day the soldiers stop bringing you their problems is
the day you stopped leading them. They have either lost
confidence that you can help them or concluded that you
do not care. Either case is a failure of leadership.”
― Colin Powell

Brad: For Ed Conant from Rushforth- Here's the
rest of the story to pass on if you like: Flew "410: on the
following 3 days (From Danang) over into the 1968 Khe
Sanh Siege area of operations. 10 March 1968: Flew
Acft "410" for 5.3 hours in support of Khe Sanh, during
the Siege. Directed 5 flights close in on trail network
just NW of the Combat Base. Moderate vehicle traffic,
trenches, 37 MM and other AAA positions (and return
fire). Doing good, because lots of NVA voices yelling
on their radio frequencies. ADF cuts went right through
the "target area." One transmission was really frantic.
So many flights and AAA response that didn't

Joseph Holden, a Mosquito pilot in Korea and an Air
Commando FAC in Vietnam. No, we didn't have flight
suits when I was there, I think the picture was taken at K
-47 because of the sand bags. When I first arrived in December of 1951 we were stationed at K-6, a base about
40 miles south of Seoul and it was really cold, most of
the housing was Quonset huts, several steps above tents
and the mess hall was open 24 hours a day. I was sent as
a Maintenance Officer but informed that they needed
pilots worse, I was elated because my tour would be several months shorter. We
5

were required to take two "orientation " flights and they
were in the back seat, and both were very eventful. The
first was with a Captain affectionally known as
"Horrible" Horowitz. There were six Corps areas across
Korea each one around thirty miles wide. The squadron I
was in flew the three Eastern areas, each had a designation, ours were Palamino, Snowflake and Marlin.
On my first mission I noticed an airplane going almost
strait down trailing smoke I think it was an AD and a
few seconds later saw a parachute, which landed in a
landmark area called the Punch Bowl, fortunately it was
in friendly territory, when he landed he tried to hide and
we flew over him and wiggled our wings as friendly
troops approached him. It then dawned on me that you
could get hurt doing this stuff. A few minutes later
"Horrible" told me he was going to demonstrate a low
recce, he did a wing over and dived behind a mountain
on the bad guys side, if I recall correctly the T-6 was red
lined at around two hundred MPH, however I found out
it would go much faster without falling apart. I was looking out the right canopy and noted a trench with people
in it and they looked pissed, pointing their guns at us and
waving them back and forth, we successfully avoided
extinction and returned to K-6

-4 Global Hawk, an unarmed reconnaissance drone. The
Air Force has not had enlisted pilots since World War
II, when it was part of the Army.
“The soldier is the Army. No army is better than its sol-

diers. The Soldier is also a citizen. In fact, the highest
obligation and privilege of citizenship is that of bearing
arms for one’s country”
― George S. Patton Jr

MG Carl Schneider’s, father of the Vietnam FACs,
new book “Jet Pioneer: A fighter Pilot’sMemoir” incudes some FAC history from his experience in the early
days of the war. Profits from the book will go to support military charities.
Jumping out of a perfectly good airplane.

On Friday May 2017 , the first three enlisted airmen
in Air Force history graduated from undergraduate
RPA training at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph Air
Force Base in Texas. Only their first names were used.
The RPA sensor operator, who joined the Air Force in
2000, had no previous experience flying before joining
the Enlisted Pilot Initial Class at Initial Flight Training
School in Pueblo, Colorado, last October. They soloed
in a D-20 Falcon a propeller driven aircraft. They will
next head to Beale Air Force Base in California in June
to continue their training to qualify to fly the RQ-4 Global Hawk. There were also about 20 recently commissioned officers in the class, But flying an RPA is different from the planes they are used to, he acknowledged.
An RPA pilot’s view is restricted to what the cameras
show him, instead of allowing him a wide range of vision, and he doesn’t feel the turbulence and vibrations
buffeting a plane. “Not having those visuals makes everything a little bit more difficult, because you have to
think a little further ahead than the airplane actually is,”
he said. “For the first few weeks of his training, as he
learned how to fly remotely piloted aircraft, Master Sgt.
Alex felt like he was in over his head. Their graduation
marks a significant milestone in the Air Force’s effort to
stand up a small cadre of enlisted RPA pilots. After a
lengthy review, the Air Force in December 2015 announced that it would allow enlisted airmen to fly the RQ

Who is the Flight Surgeon? A fearless FAC took a brave
and fearless flight surgeon on a FAC Mission somewhere in SEA.
Who is the flight surgeon. .For

the person who identifies the
flight surgeon he will be given an order of the White
Rose certificate which he can scribe his name which can
be safely hung in his FAC man cave along with a picture
of the most famous place in SEA.
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Battle for Skyline Ridge 18 December 1971 to 4 April
1972 by James E Parker lasted 108 days, involved thousands of troops from four countries, war planes from
three, and is probably the least known important military
engagement in recent history. It reminded the author of
the story of the young war photographer Tim Page. After
nearly being killed twice, Page was approached on his
near-death bed by a book publisher who described a
book that would ''once and for all take the glamour out
of war.” Page was stunned. ''You can't take the glamour
out of that. It's like trying to take the glamour out of sex,
trying to take the glamour out of the Rolling Stones.''

Jim Hodgson txavi8or@gmail.com. News From OV10 Bronco Association We have just received the great
news that we have been certified by the National Museum of the US Air Force and are now eligible to participate in their static aircraft loan program. We have
worked for this for a very long time and this simply supports our credibility of representing all of you and our
dedication to preserving our collective heritage. Now,
we may see a few more airplanes in our future.
nail25@aol.com, O-2 FAC story, From the March 2017
Daedalian Newsletter:: There I was... Author unknown;
submitted by John Larrison I was a FAC flying an O-2A
working an airstrike along the Cambodian border in the
summer of 1972. Because of the April offensive, Jolly
Greens and Sandys had been brought into Bien Hoa. I
asked for a second set of air for my target and the TACC
launched a set of Sandys that were coming off alert. The
2 A-1Hs came out and they did a good job destroying the
target. Just about the time we were wrapping up the airstrike, my trusty O-2A cockpit filled with smoke. I had a
good electrical fire burning in one of the several radios
installed in the back of the cockpit. I informed Sandy lead
that I had an electrical fire and was headed home and that
I was going to shut down my radios. I then turned off the
radios and headed back to my base. The cockpit was really fogged up with smoke so I opened up a cockpit window. After about 5 minutes the smoke stopped coming
out of my rack of radios and much of it cleared out of the
cockpit. As this was all happening, the two Spads took
position off my right wing. I was able to wave that I was
OK and we continued flying toward home base. To add a
little levity to the situation I decided to play a little game
with Sandy lead. I waved at Sandy lead and showed him
the silk scarf that I was wearing around my neck. Then, I
showed Sandy lead how I fed my 6 foot scarf out the window of my O-2A. Sandy laughed at my punny scarf. He
rolled back his canopy and fed his scarf out the window.
His scarf was at least twice as long as mine and it blew
well back alongside the fuselage of his A-1H. I had to
laugh, then gave him a very visible thumbs up and we
kept heading home. When I was on short final the two A1Hs broke off and departed for Bien Hoa. I will never
forget how happy I was to have those two Sandy pilots
escorting me home nor the fun we had enroute.

The other aircraft used as a FAC bird starting in
1961. The U-10 Super Courier was used by the U.S. Air
Force and the CIA for liaison, light cargo, small supply
drop operations, psychological warfare (dropping leaflets and broadcasting propaganda), forward air control
(FAC) and reconnaissance missions. After Vietnam, U10A/B/D Super Couriers served in four Air National
Guard Special Operations Squadrons. A Rhode Island
squadron operated Super Couriers on floats.
Some SAWC history of FACs. 28 April 1967 LTC
John P. Doolittle, son of Gen James H. Doolittle received a certificate of training in the O-2 at Holly Field.
The senior Doolittle trained his men at Eglin Field 1 for
the B-25 raid on Tokyo in 1942. O-1 Program started at
Hurlburt in 1963 P64 SAWC Book.
26 Nov 1966 An O-1E and an A-1E collided over
Range 77 Eglin AFB during SEA ordance training. The
O-1E pilot, 1Lt James O. Barbre, JR was killed. He.was
the only FAC instructor killed at Hurlburt? P72 SAWC
book
Some FAC history at Hurlburt from Les Strauss.
Gene, The USAF FAC Program started at Hurlburt in
February 1963. Jerry Rhein, Ralph Saurs, Jim Harris
and ???....that I can remember....and I were the instructors. Dave Krebs joined us later. We had 5 L-19s that
were "borrowed" from the Army. The USAF would not
let the Army check us out. We checked ourselves out,
front and back seat! This turned out to be a mistake. First accident was on the second day of the first
FAC class!
Quote of Day. Rob O'Neill is the man who killed Bin
Laden. When asked what he thinks about General Mattis
being considered for Secretary of Defense, O'Neill said
"General Mattis has a bear rug in his home, but it's not
dead - it's just afraid to move".
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FAC Association
1849 Southlawn Drive
Fairborn, OH 45324

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FAC Association Membership and Annual Dues Form
Last Name :

First Name:

DOB (dd/mm/yyyy)

Spouse Name

Address

Phone #

City

State

Initial:

Cell #

Zip + 4

email
A/C or Specialty

Call Sign

Organization/Sqdn/TASS

FAC Tour Dates

Locations
Comments:

Enclosed is my check # _______for $ ______ Make me a member of/continue my membership in the
FAC Association. (Note: Your Dues Status can be found in the address block printed above.)
Dues Status

Signature

Copy this page, fill in the table above, and mail it
along with your check to:
Trey Moran
P O B o x 2 2 2
Polson, MT. 59860

Annual dues are $20
Life membership
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dues depend on your age

55yrs and under—-$225
56 to 60 yrs
—$200
61 to 65 yrs
—$175
66 to 69 yrs
—$150
70 to 75 yrs
—$125
— $100
76 + yrs

